
NRPS Parent Council Meeting Minutes 

Sept 12, 2016 

 

Present: Mary Anne Patterson, Heather Vander Pol, Sharon Rourke, Nicole Thompson, Sarah Ferren, 

Gillian Pollard, Cindy Marett, Merry Fysh, Cindy Warwick, Lynn Van Maanen, Amber Sayers, Elaine 

Brown, Jennifer Whiteye. 

Cindy M. welcomed everyone and a sheet was passed around in which to state your name and email 

address to update the list for parent council. 

Minutes from the May 10, 2016 meeting were read.  One error noted by Amber Sayers was to change 

the time of the next meeting from 6pm to the correct time of 6:30pm.  Mary Anne motioned to adopt 

the minutes with corrections; Amber seconded.  All in favour, minutes carried. 

Business arising from the minutes: 

1. Parent council would like some of their funds used towards painting, stencils, decals in the gym 

on walls and mats.  Parent Council currently has $4862.35 in the account.  These would be of the 

school Thunderbird mascot as well as some positive encouragement.  Wording, pictures, etc. to 

be discussed once Mary Anne researched who could do this for us and at what cost.  Heather 

mentioned that painting directly on the mats is a better idea that a decal as they would tend to 

peel after use as a mat. 

2. Crossing guard situation:  The current crossing guard located on Erie St south is going to remain 

in place until November. Sharon R noted that the signage as well as road markings are to be 

removed once the program is cancelled and that only crossings in Chatham (city) will be getting 

electronic crossings.  Concern was raised over the fact that the traffic counts were done during 

the summer months when there is no college traffic so a suggestion was made to have the 

municipality re-do the counts between September and April when there is a higher amount of 

traffic due to the students at the college.  Lynn V offered to draft a letter on behalf of the 

concerned parents to be sent to Rick Nicholls and David VanDamme.  Parents and concerned 

citizens are being encouraged to speak to these members of parliament regarding the situation 

and the safety of our children. 

New Business: 

1. Cindy ensured that everyone had a “What’s for Lunch” sample order form.  Hot lunches on 

Tuesdays are being provided by Dana’s kitchen in Blenheim and pizza comes from Ridgetown 

Godfathers. Mary Anne was looking for parent’s feedback on the selection, price and amount of 

food offered. Suggestions included:  

 remove the last food week before Christmas break due to the fact that a turkey 

luncheon is served and due to the fact that school doesn’t finish until just before 



Christmas and some students could be being taken out of school earlier that week due 

to travel, vacations, etc.  

 Include fog days with snow days (when busses are cancelled in the morning) to avoid 

confusion with parents who still bring their child to school on those days. No food will 

be provided on those days but will be pushed into Term 2. 

 Note what condiments, sides and toppings are included with each hot lunch to help 

parents and children make decisions when ordering. 

 It was made note of the fact that the spaghetti comes with meat sauce already on top of 

it. 

 The order form should be made available online for parents to reference at any time. 

In order for restaurants/caterers to provide food for schools on a regular basis, they must go through 

the school board and meet the requirements set out by the board.  Each item and its ingredients must 

be entered including the size of the serving.  If it does not pass, caterers can continue to adjust the 

recipe, portions, etc. and resubmit it until they pass and then that item becomes an “approved” item for 

schools to serve or offer to the students. 

2. Elections(once late comers were present): 

 Cindy Marett is stepping down after 2 years as Chair.  She was thanked for her hard 

work and efforts.  Amber Sayers is stepping down from Secretary as well. 

 Mary Anne gave an overview into what was required by the chairperson.  The floor was 

opened to nominations for chairperson. 

o Amber Sayers nominated Elaine Brown; Cindy Warwick seconded. 

o Cindy Marett nominated Amber Sayers; Sarah Ferren seconded. 

o Lynn Van Maanen nominated Cindy Warwick; Gillian Pollard seconded. 

Elaine is only available after January to assist with the position.  Creating 3 co-chair 

positions was discussed and all nominees agreed to accept this position as co-chairs; 

each working approximately 1/3 of the year but working together when possible.  

All were in favour of this arrangement. The 3 co-chairs of NRPS parent council for 

2016-2017 are Amber Sayers, Elaine Brown and Cindy Warwick.  Carried. 

 Amber discussed what was required by the secretary and the floor was opened up for 

nominations.   

o Heather V. nominated Sarah Ferren.  Cindy Warwick seconded.  

No other nominees after 3 calls.  Sarah Ferren declared secretary of NRPS parent 

council for 2016-2017. All in favour.  Carried. 

A list was compiled of all the volunteers needed for parent council events up to Christmas break: 

 Wreath fundraiser (Cindy Warwick to head, dates TBD at next meeting but delivery 

before December begins. Discount tree coupons made available before wreath pick up?) 

 Parade (Dec 10th) 



 Turkey Luncheon: Dates discussed were Dec 20 and 21 but Mary Anne to talk to 

Raymond at college first to see what he is willing to help with and what dates work for 

him. 

 Carolling night/concert: (Gillian and Sarah to head; Dec 15th in evening) 

 (next spring) Flower fundraiser (Friday May 12, 2017 is order pick up day; already 

booked) 

 Campbell’s soup labels: Are we going to continue the program?  If so, a new volunteer is 

needed.  Nicole Thompson stepped up and will take it over.  A sheet with all of the 

acceptable labels will be posted on the website and included with the newsletter so 

parents know which labels are accepted.  NO U.S. LABELS ALLOWED. 

Principal’s Report: 

Mary Anne reported that the start-up and first day of school was great and ran super smoothly.  She said 

the “meet and greet” that the students had in June with their potential teachers for this year was a 

great idea and really helped the flow of students and the potential chaos on the first day back.  The 

students were introduced to the new playgrounds, washrooms, hallways, etc. before leaving for the 

summer so that really helped out this fall on the first day. 

The enrolment current sits at 266 students which is only down 6 students from last year, even though a 

large number have now moved on to the 7/8 program at the high school.  There were a lot of new 

registrants over the summer to help bring the numbers back up. 

Mary Anne announced the new staff members including Robin Childs and Jordan Ray. 

The Delaware room has been relocated to the junior hall as there was an empty room that was much 

bigger than the other room.  Having the daycare located in the school has really helped with the school’s 

overall “size” and therefore remains “full” by board standards. 

Positivity Day – Sept 13, 2016.  School will be holding a special assembly outside (weather permitting) 

with special guest Optowoman who will spread the word about being positive to the students.  Food is 

being collected by the students and a donation is going to be made to the Salvation Amy foodbank of 

Ridgetown. 

Meet the teacher BBQ – Sept 29, 2016 from 5:30-7pm.  Food is being provided by the Ridgetown 

Kiwanis as in the past and will be available from 5:30-6:30 and then the classrooms will be open from 

6:30-7pm for parents to have tours of the classrooms if they wish. 

PA day – Sept 30, 2016 

Next meeting – Wednesday Nov 2, 2016 at 6:30pm in library. 

 

 


